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ROYAL COMMISSION INTO ABORIGINAL DEATHS IN CUSTODY — RECOMMENDATIONS 
Statement 

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [10.42 pm]: I rise this evening to speak on how Western Australian 
state governments have failed some of the most vulnerable people in Western Australia. I would like to acknowledge 
the traditional custodians of this land, the Whadjuk Noongar people, and pay my respects to their elders past, 
present and emerging. I also acknowledge the traditional custodians of the many lands and waters across the rest 
of Western Australia and my electorate. 

I would like to premise my member’s statement this evening by recognising the government’s efforts early in October 
to get the custody notification service operational. A key recommendation of the coronial inquest into the death of 
Ms Dhu, this 24-hour welfare and legal advice hotline for Aboriginal people taken into police custody is a step in the 
right direction, taking the protection of vulnerable Western Australians seriously. What we need now is an urgent 
review of incarceration rates and the implementation of all 339 recommendations of the 1991 Royal Commission 
into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody and the Derby local justice plan 2007–2010 of 13 August 2007. For too long, 
successive governments have not taken seriously issues around the mismanagement of Indigenous prisoners in 
a system already identified as flawed. This is why we need to review the severe overcrowding in prisons, especially 
in our regional prisons. We have seen reports on issues including overcrowding, or understaffing, and increased 
rates of violence against prison officers in facilities such as the Eastern Goldfields Regional Prison and others 
throughout my electorate. Overcrowding is not only a concern for the safety of the incarcerated; it seriously impacts 
on the working conditions and safety of the prison officers. Increasing the number of inmates only increases the 
level of pressure applied to custodial staff to manage the facilities, due to the increased ratio of inmates to officers. 

At this juncture, I would like to applaud the tough job that these prison officers do on a daily basis, serving our 
community to keep all of us, including the incarcerated, safe. However, as inmate numbers go up, so does the risk of 
self-harm, due to the increased oversight pressures placed on correctional staff. Nobody wins out of this situation. 

A 2015 report by law firm Clayton Utz found that the bulk of the royal commission’s 339 recommendations 
remained unimplemented or only partially implemented. Of Aboriginal people aged 19 to 20 years who have been 
to prison, more than 60 per cent reoffend. To reduce soaring Aboriginal prison rates, it essential that we invest in 
diversionary programs, counselling, empowerment, education and rehabilitation. As so many of the reports have 
shown, one of the most powerful ways to reduce Aboriginal prison rates is self-determination—empowering 
communities to help themselves. Like the honourable member opposite, I implore the government to use the 
momentum from the operation of the custody notification system to go further with this matter by implementing 
all the recommendations of the 1991 Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody and urgently 
conducting a review of incarceration rates, severe overcrowding in prisons, especially in the regions, and the safety 
and working conditions of Western Australia’s prison officers and inmates. This review should be a priority for 
government, lest another death occur at the hands of an inherently flawed prison system. 
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